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NUMBER
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DATE
January 1, 2022

OF INTEREST TO
County Directors

Tribal Nation Directors

County Financial Supervisors
and Staff

Employment Service Providers

Tribal Nation Representatives

ACTION/DUE DATE

Please read information and
prepare for implementation

January 1, 2022

EXPIRATION DATE
December 31, 2022

Bulletin

DHS Reissues “Work Will Always
Pay...With MFIP”

TOPIC

“Work Will Always Pay...With MFIP” handouts for use by eligibility
workers and job counselors.

PURPOSE

Due to the October 2021 annual MFIP COLA and January 1, 2022
minimum wage increase, the updated handouts in this bulletin should
be used by eligibility workers and job counselors when working with
MFIP participants. This bulletin replaces bulletin #21-11-01 which
expired September 30, 2021.

CONTACT

Income Maintenance programs, submit policy questions to PolicyQuest.

Employment Services, submit policy questions to PolicyQuest.

SIGNED

Tikki Brown
Assistant Commissioner
Children and Family Services Administration

TERMINOLOGY NOTICE

The terminology used to describe people we serve has changed over
time. The Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS) supports the
use of "People First" language.
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|. BACKGROUND

The “Work Will Always Pay...With MFIP” handouts were last issued in bulletin #21-11-01. This bulletin replaces
bulletin #21-11-01. All handouts copied from the prior bulletin should be destroyed.

The handouts are updated for three reasons:

e State law requires that the Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) transitional standards be
adjusted each year in October to reflect the Federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program’s
(SNAP) cost-of-living increase.

o Effective October 1, 2021 state law allows an annual cost-of-living increase in the MFIP cash portion.
e Effective January 1, 2022 the state minimum wage increases from $10.08 per hour to $10.33 per hour.

The revised handouts include the Earned Income Disregard, which remains at the first $65 of earned income per
wage earner plus half the remaining earned income of the assistance unit. The Child Care Assistance Program
(CCAP) co-pays have also been updated.

In order to meet the Federal Work Participation Rate (WPR), a single caregiver whose youngest child is under six
years of age, must work 87 hours per month or be in other activities that count towards the required hours. The
WPR requirement for a single caregiver whose youngest child is six years of age or older is 130 hours of counted
activities per month. Although these charts are approximate, they may be helpful to determine how working
will affect a participant’s MFIP assistance grant.

Il. IMPLEMENTATION

Provide handouts to MFIP participants to help them understand the benefit of increased earnings and explain
how income can be increased even more through tax credits. Advise families to take advantage of free tax

preparation sites available statewide between February 1 and April 15.

lll. AUTHORITY

Minnesota Statutes, section 256J.24, subdivisions 5, 5a, 5c and 7.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238
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WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of ONE
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly $0 $888.38 $1,332.57 $887 $1,302
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash | $355 S0 S0 SO ** S0
get an . .
MFIP grant Food $208 $207 S0 $208 S0
of : MFIP $563 $207 S0 $208 S0
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $563 $1,095.38 $1,332.57 $1,095 $1,302
income would be:

NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information,

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238
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WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of TWO
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly SO $888.38 $1,332.57 $1,341 $2,102
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash | $545 $226 S4 SO ** S0
get an .
MFIP grant Food $381 $381 $381 $381 S0
of : MFIP | $926 $607 $385 $381 $0
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $926 $1,495.38 $1,717.57 $1,722 $2,102
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information.

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-pay is $28 when MFIP ends at earnings of $2,102. Co-payment is
effective October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238


http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=CM_00130309
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/minnesota-department-revenue

Page 5

WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of THREE
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly S0 $888.38 $1,332.57 $1,585 $2,680
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash | $641 $348 $126 SO ** S0
get an N
MFIP grant Food $548 $548 $548 $548 S0
of : MFIP | $1,189 $896 $674 $548 S0
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $1,189 $1,784.38 $2,006.57 $2,133 $2,680
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information.

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-pay is $36 when MFIP ends at earnings of $2,680. Co-payment is
effective October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238
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WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of FOUR
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly S0 $888.38 $1,332.57 $1,813 $3,208
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash | $731 $462 $240 SO ** S0
get an N
MFIP grant Food $698 $698 $698 $698 S0
of : MFIP | $1,429 $1,160 $938 $698 $0
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $1,429 $2,048.38 $2,270.57 $2,511 $3,208
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information,

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-pay is $43 when MFIP ends at earnings of $3,208. Co-payment is
effective October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238


http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=CM_00130309
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/minnesota-department-revenue

Page 7

WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of FIVE
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly S0 $888.38 $1,332.57 $2,011 $3,692
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash | $808 $561 $339 SO ** S0
get an N
MFIP grant Food $841 $841 $841 $841 S0
of : MFIP $1,649 $1,402 $1,180 $841 1]
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $1,649 $2,290.38 $2,512.57 $2,852 $3,692
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information.

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-payment is $50 when MFIP ends at $3,692. Co-payment is effective
October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.
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WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of SIX

Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly SO $888.38 $1,332.57 $2,217 $4,258
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash | $885 $664 $442 SO** S0
get an .
MFIP grant Food $1,021 $1,021 $1,2021 $1,021 S0
of : MFIP | $1,906 $1,685 $1,463 $1,021 S0
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $1,906 $2,573.38 $2,795.57 $3,238 $4,258
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information.

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-pay is $57 when MFIP ends at earnings of $4,258. Co-payment is
effective October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238
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WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of SEVEN
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly SO $888.38 $1,332.57 $2,407 $4,632
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash | $963 $759 $537 SO ** S0
get an .
MFIP grant Food $1,113 $1,113 $1,113 $1,113 S0
of : MFIP $2,076 $1,872 $1,650 $1,113 1]
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $2,076 $2,760.38 $2,982.57 $3,520 $4,632
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information.

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-pay is $63 when MFIP ends at earnings of $4,632. Co-payment is
effective October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.
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WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of EIGHT
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly S0 $888.38 $1,332.57 $2,585 $5,118
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash $1,030 $848 $626 SO ** SO
get an .
MFIP grant Food $1,267 $1,267 $1,267 $1,267 S0
of : MFIP $2,297 $2,115 $1,893 $1,267 1]
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $2,297 $3,003.38 $3,225.57 $3,852 $5,118
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information.

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-pay is $76 when MFIP ends at earnings of $5,118. Co-payment is
effective October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.
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WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of NINE
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly S0 $888.38 $1,332.57 $2,759 $5,600
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash $1,095 $935 $713 SO ** SO
get an N
MFIP grant Food $1,421 $1,421 $1,421 $1,421 S0
of : MFIP $2,516 $2,356 $2,134 $1,421 1]
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $2,516 $3,244.38 $3,466.57 $4,180 $5,600
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information.

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-pay is $99 when MFIP ends at earnings of $5,600. Co-payment is
effective October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238
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WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY...WITH MFIP

Household size of TEN
Effective 01/1/2022

You want your family to have more money to live on — and MFIP helps that happen. As you earn more
income, here’s how much your total family income could be:

Not Working 20 Working 30 60 Month MFIP
working | hours aweek at | hours aweek at | clock stops ol 1
$10.33/hour $10.33/hour if you earn at you
least N
If your monthly S0 $888.38 $1,332.57 $2,913 $6,068
GROSS EARNINGS
are:
You would | Cash $1,151 $1,012 $790 SO ** S0
get an N
MFIP grant Food $1,578 $1,578 $1,578 $1,578 S0
of : MFIP | $2,729 $2,590 $2,368 $1,578 S0
Grant
Your TOTAL family | $2,729 $3,478.38 $3,700.57 $4,491 $6,068
income would be:
NOTE: Some households are eligible for the $110 MFIP Housing Assistance Grant. Refer to CM0013.03.09 —
MFIP Housing Assistance Grant for more information.

*Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may be available when your MFIP
closes.

**The 60 month time limit clock does not stop if you receive the Housing Assistance Grant. You can
choose to opt-out of all cash (including the Housing Assistance Grant) if you want the clock to stop.

The child care bi-weekly co-pay is $125 when MFIP ends at earnings of $6,068. Co-payment is
effective October 4, 2021.

Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota Working Family
Credit (WFC). Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility for MFIP.

Have your taxes done for FREE! For a list of free tax preparation sites call the Minnesota Department
of Revenue at 651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094. Neighborhood Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are available throughout the state. They are open from February 1 through April 15. Some
sites are open year round to help you file back taxes. Search for free tax preparation sites at
Department of Revenue.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Advisory

This information is available in accessible formats for people with disabilities by calling (651) 431-4049 (voice) or
toll free at (800) 657-3739, or by using your preferred relay service. For other information on disability rights
and protections, contact the agency’s ADA coordinator.

Minnesota Department of Human Services - PO Box 64238 - St. Paul, MN 55164-0238
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